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Ephesians
Study Outline
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The Glory of the Church in God’s Eternal Purpose
Chapters 1-3
A. 1:1-14 — God’s Scheme of Redemption in Jesus Christ
B. 1:15-23 — Pauls Prayer for His Readers
C. 2:1-22 — The True Commonwealth of Israel
D. 3:1-21 — Paul’s Apostleship to the Gentiles
A Walk Worthy of the Christian’s Calling
Chapters 4-6
A. 4:1-16 — The Unity of the Body of Christ
B. 4:17-32 — Putting on the New Man
C. 5:1-21 — Walking in Love and Light
D. 5:22-6:9 — Relationships in the Home
E. 6:10-24 — Putting On the Whole Armor of God
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PART ONE

THE GLORY OF THE CHURCH IN GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE — 1:1-3:21

A. GOD’S SCHEME OF REDEMPTION IN JESUS CHRIST - 1:1-14.
1. 1:1,2 - The opening of the letter.

a. 1:1 - Salutation.
b. 1:2 - Greeting.

2. 1:3-14 - Redemption in Christ and the praise of God’s glory.
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a. 1:3-6 - Spiritual blessings in Christ.
b. 1:7-12 - The mystery of God’s eternal purpose in Christ.
c. 1:13,14 - The reception of the gospel of Christ by the Gentiles.

B. PAULS PRAYER FOR HIS READERS - 1:15-23.
1. 1:15,16 - Paul’s gratitude.

a. 1:15 - Faith in the Lord and love for the saints.
b.  1:16 - Paul’s thanksgiving.

2. 1:17-21 - Paul’s prayer for his brethren’s enlightenment.

a.  1:17 - The spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of God.
b. 1:18-21 - Enlightenment of the understanding.

3. 1:22,23 - The headship of Christ over the church, His body.

a. 1:22 - Christ, the head.
b.  1:23 - The church, the body of Christ.

C. THE TRUE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL - 2:1-22.
1. 2:1-10 - Jew and Gentile made alive together with Christ.

2:1-3 - Dead in trespasses and sins.
2:4-7 - Alive in Christ Jesus.

2:8,9 - Salvation by grace through faith.
2:10 - God’s workmanship.
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2. 2:11-22 - Jew and Gentile reconciled to God in one body.

a. 2:11-13 - Those once far oft made near by the blood of Christ.
b. 2:14-18 - Peace made possible in the body of Christ.
c.  2:19-22 - A holy temple in the Lord.

D. PAULS APOSTLESHIP TO THE GENTILES - 3:1-21.
1. 3:1-7 - Paul’s stewardship of the grace of God.

a. 3:1 - Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for the Gentiles.
b.  3:2-7 - The revelation to Paul of God’s mystery.

2. 3:8-13 - Paul’s exhortation to his Gentile brethren.

a.  3:8-12 - The manifold wisdom of God seen in the unity of the church.
b.  3:13 - Paul’s encouragement not to lose heart at his tribulations for the Gentiles.




3. 3:14-21 - Paul’s prayer for his brethren and praise to God.

a.  3:14-19 - Paul’s prayer for the strength and steadfastness of his brethren.
b.  3:20,21 - Doxology.

PArRT TWO

A WALK WORTHY OF THE CHRISTIAN’S CALLING — 4:1-6:24

A. THE UNITY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST - 4:1-16.
1. 4:1-6 - The foundations of unity in Christ.

a.  4:1-3 - The duty to maintain the unity of the Spirit.
b. 4:4-6 - The seven “ones” of the gospel.

2. 4:7-16 - The growth and perfection of the body of Christ.

4:7 - Grace given to each saint.

4:8-10 - Christ, the Victor and the Giver of gifts to men.
4:11-13 - Christ’s provision for the maturity of His body.
4:14-16 - The results of spiritual maturity in the body of Christ.
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B. PUTTING ON THE NEW MAN -4:17-32.
1. 4:17-24 - The old walk and the new.

4:17-19 - The manner of the Gentiles’ walk.

4:20,21 - The truth taught by Jesus Christ.

4:22 - Putting oft the old man.

4:23,24 - The righteousness and holiness of the new man.
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2. 4:25-32 - Various moral instructions.

4:25 - Lying.

4:26,27 - Anger.

4:28 - Stealing.

4:29 - Corrupt communication.

4:30 - Grieving the Holy Spirit.

4:31 - Strife.

4:32 - The need for forgiveness among brethren.
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C. WALKING IN LOVE AND IN LIGHT - 5:1-21.
1. 5:1-7 - The requirements of genuine love.

5:1 - Be followers of God.

5:2 - Walk in love.

5:3,4 - Turn away from fornication, etc.
5:5 - Seek the inheritance of the pure.
5:6,7 - Avoid the error of libertinism.
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2. 5:8-14 - Walking as children of light.

a.  5:8-10 - From darkness to light.
b. 5:11,12 - No fellowship with the works of darkness.
c.  5:13,14 - Awake in the light of Christ.

3. 5:15-21 - Careful living.

a. 5:15,16 - Living as wise, rather than as fools.
b. 5:17 - Understanding the will of the Lord.
c. 5:18-21 - Being filled with the Spirit.

D. RELATIONSHIPS IN THE HOME - 5:22-6:9.
1. 5:22-33 - Husbands and wives.

a. 5:22-24 - Submission of wives to their husbands.
. 5:25-27 - The love of husbands for their wives.
c.  5:28,29 - Wives to be nourished and cherished as the Lord does His body, the
church.
. 5:30,31 - Members of Christ’s body.
e.  5:32 - The mystery concerning Christ and the church.
f.  5:33 - Mutual duties of husbands and wives.

2. 6:1-9 - Others in the household.

a. 6:1-4 - Children.
b. 6:5-9 - Servants.

E. PUTTING ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD - 6:10-24.
1. 6:10-12 - Defense against the wiles of the devil.

a.  6:10 - Spiritual strength.
b. 6:11,12 - Spiritual enemies.

2. 6:13-20 - Things needed to stand in the evil day.
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a. 6:13 - Take up the whole armor of God.
b. 6:14-17 - Elements of the armor of God.
c.  6:18-20 - The need for prayer and watchfulness.

3.  6:21-24 - The closing of the letter.

a. 6:21,22 - Personal notes.
b. 6:23,24 - Benediction.




